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Trent Preszler is a Professor of Practice in the Dyson
School and recipient of the 2024 Dean's Distinguished
Award for Societal Impact in Teaching. He serves as
Faculty Director of both the Dyson Leadership Program
and the Thoreau Planetary Solutions Initiative, preparing
undergraduate students to confront global economic and
environmental challenges through systems thinking.

Preszler’s scholarship and public writing examine how
agriculture, forestry, and enterprise shape ecological and
economic systems worldwide. His work has been
featured or quoted in Financial Times, The Wall Street
Journal Magazine, The New York Times, Scientific
American, and on CBS Sunday Morning. He is the author
of Little and Often: A Memoir (William
Morrow/HarperCollins), a#1 bestseller on Amazon Books
and a 2021 USA Today Best Book of the Year. His second
book, Evergreen: The Trees That Shaped America
(Algonquin Books/Little, Brown & Co/Hachette Book
Group), was longlisted for the 2026 PEN America E.O.
Wilson Literary Science Writing Award.

Preszler serves on the Board of Directors of One Tree
Planted, a nonprofit supporting reforestation initiativesin
72 countries through partnerships with the World
Resources Institute, Jane Goodall Institute, Microsoft,
FedEx, Volvo, Nestlé, and the rock band Coldplay. Before
joining Cornell, he spent two decades inthe wine industry
as CEO of Bedell Cellars, a sustainably farmed vineyard
and winery on Long Island, New York. He also served as
Chairman of the Board of the New York Wine & Grape
Foundation and Wine America.

Raised on a cattle ranch on the Standing Rock Sioux
Reservation in South Dakota, Preszler began his career as
a White House intern for President Bill Clinton. A former
winemaker and wooden boatbuilder, his life story was
profiled in a documentary that won a New York Emmy
Award in 2017.




